[image: ]

AI for Good Fund

What is the AI for Good Fund?  

Fund Overview

The AI for Good Fund is a €1.75 million, 12-month fund supported by Google.org and the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) via the Dormant Accounts Fund.

The AI for Good Fund aims to support not-for-profit organisations to build pathways for responsible AI learning and adoption.

The fund is a capacity-building initiative to empower not-for-profit organisations to better understand and adopt AI, with the aim of supporting missions, strengthening communities and advancing social innovation across Ireland.

Stage 1 - Survey and Discovery Days

In early 2026 Rethink Ireland asked the Irish not-for-profit sector about their needs and knowledge around Artificial Intelligence (AI). We found that a lack of AI knowledge and availability of AI training courses were the top-most cited barriers to AI integration. A two-stage fund was devised to address these barriers through a combination of Discovery Days across 2026 and a 2027 AI Accelerator programme.
 
In stage 1, from June to September 2026, we hosted eight free-to-attend Discovery Days around the country. Not-for-profit organisations came together in-person to hear from peers who have already adopted AI technology and from experts who helped them to improve their knowledge of AI tools and understanding of associated responsibilities. 
 
Stage 2 – Open Call for Applications

This open call for applications relates to Stage 2 of the Fund: a 12-month AI Accelerator programme of upskilling and AI adoption for a group of up to 30 Irish not-for-profits. The ultimate goal of the AI Accelerator programme is to provide expert guidance to those involved to develop their own custom AI adoption roadmap and advance their AI adoption journey that supports their mission. It will involve: 

· Peer to peer learning within the cohort of 30 Irish not-for-profits
· 4 quarterly in-person group days with support from AI adoption experts
· 6 online webinars  spread across the 12 months covering relevant AI themes and supporting awardee AI adoption roadmap progress
· Participating in efforts to gather learning from the programme with the potential for case study development at the end of the programme 
· Cash grants of up to €15,000* for each participating organisation to support their AI adoption journey
· Non-financial support customised to each organisation’s needs on their AI adoption journey.

* The Rethink Ireland Board will decide how much money to award, which may be less than the amount requested. The final amount of the award will depend on how many organisations are selected. 

You can apply to the AI for Good Fund via this online portal from 30 Sept 2026 until the closing date 9 November 2026.
  
There are application criteria and FAQs below, but if you have more questions, you can join one of our information webinars in October. The webinars will provide information on fund eligibility, the application process and what the programme involves. Questions asked by potential applicants in the webinars are not used as part of an assessment process.
 
Register for an information webinar here:  
Wednesday, 7 October 2026, 11 AM - 12 PM: Register here
Wednesday, 21 October 2026, 12 PM - 1 PM: Register here.
For any questions you may have, please contact aiforgood@rethinkireland.ie
    
Accessibility  
We have tried to make the application process as accessible as possible, but we understand that there may still be some difficulties for applicants. If you have access needs or are struggling with the application form, please contact aiforgood @rethinkireland.ie 
 
We can only accept applications through our online portal, but you can download a word template of the application form below to help you prepare your application. 
  
AI for Good Fund Application Form (for reference only)  
AI for Good Fund Webtext (Downloadable Version) (for reference only)  
 
Frequently Asked Questions
 
Heading: WHO CAN APPLY? 
The accelerator programme is open to organisations that have a not-for-profit legal form, e.g. a company limited by guarantee, a co-operative, trust, charity and other voluntary organisations that meet both the Rethink Ireland core criteria and the additional criteria specific to this opportunity below. 

Eligibility & Criteria

Organisations must meet both Rethink Ireland’s criteria and the specific criteria for the AI for Good Fund, as set out below:

Rethink Ireland Core Criteria:  
· The organisation must address a critical social issue
· The organisation proposed must be innovative in an Irish context
· The organisation must have potential and a desire to scale or replicate in Ireland
· The organisation must provide evidence that it is up and running, or has been tested at least in a minimal way 
· The organisation must be based on the island of Ireland and make its main impact in the Republic of Ireland   
· Applicants must come from an entity that has a not-for-profit legal form, e.g. a company limited by guarantee, a co-operative, trust, charity.
 
Rethink Ireland defines a not-for-profit as any organisation whose constitution indicates it has public benefit purposes and is neither privately owned nor controlled by the State. 

It is noted that not all of Rethink Ireland's core criteria will be assessed as part of this application process.

AI for Good Fund Accelerator Programme Criteria  
Your organisation must be able to meet all the criteria below to be eligible to join the accelerator programme. 

This will be a competitive process so please reflect on your suitability for the programme before committing time to your application. You will be asked to confirm your suitability before accessing the online application form. 

1. Your organisation has already identified a problem or gap that you believe AI could help solve. 
2. Your organisation already has digital capacity to adopt AI tools. Your work is already partly digitised (paperless files, perhaps a database). 
3. Your organisation has identified staff members who are keen to upskill in this area and apply learning to problems you tackle. A minimum of two people must be ready to take part. 
4. The selected staff members have the capacity to fully take part in the programme within the time required. 
5. One of the selected staff members is in a leadership position, with the associated decision-making capabilities. This staff member must be on Senior Leadership Team or be a Board Chair.     
 
Advantageous criteria 
· Has taken part in one of the AI for Good Discovery Days mentioned above.  
· Has had staff or volunteers take part in other AI learning opportunities or courses.
· Has tested or piloted AI use in their organisation.
 
Which organisations cannot apply? 
· Organisations where research is the primary activity 
· Organisations seeking funding for capital assets (such as buildings, vans or equipment)
· Organisations promoting or aligned with a political party 
· Organisations that only accept participants of a particular faith or religious denomination 
· Organisations focused on animal welfare 
· Organisations based outside the island of Republic of Ireland 
· Organisations led by people under 18 years of age 
· Organisations that are an idea (only) and that have not yet started 
 
Which applicants cannot apply? 
· Applicants under 18 years of age 
· Commercial companies, sole traders and individuals 
· Any staff member from Rethink Ireland, Google.org and the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) and their family members. Family members include siblings, parents, spouses or civil partners or children. 
· Individuals 
· Statutory or public bodies, companies limited by shares and organisations that are state bodies or agencies that are not registered charities 
· Any consultant currently working with Rethink Ireland 
 
If my organisation has previously been in receipt of an award from Rethink Ireland, can I still apply? 
Yes. If you have previously been funded by Rethink Ireland, you can still apply. 

If my organisation/project is currently in receipt of an award from Rethink Ireland, can I still apply? 
Yes. Organisations on one of our funds that have cash grant payments remaining before the commencement of the new fund programme are still eligible to apply. 

Is this just for large-scale, national organisations? 
No, it is not, and indeed we welcome applications from organisations of all sizes once it is a not-for-profit organisation with a legal form (see criteria above). 

Can I apply for this funding even though my organisation is still at the ideation stage?  
Unfortunately no, this fund needs to see proof that the organisation is up and running and has been operating .

Do I have to use a Google affiliated tool to take part in the programme? 
[bookmark: _Int_OG9ol4cX]No, the programme and funds are AI agnostic and do not restrict you from using any particular AI tools. 
 
Can organisations make multiple applications?  
No, we expect this programme will receive a large volume of applications and we ask that each organisation limits itself to one application. 

If my organisation is funded by a Government/state agency (HSE, TULSA etc) are we eligible?  
Yes, you can apply if you are in receipt of funding from a government or state agency. However, if more than 50% of your board is nominated by the Government your organisation is ineligible for funding. 

Is it possible for organisations to collaborate in an application (e.g. a community development organisation and an educational provider)? 
They can but one organisation is required to take the lead. Please note that if your application is successful, that the lead applicant will be required to sign a contract and fulfil all legal obligations associated with programme. Please always refer to the eligibility criteria to ensure that your project is eligible for funding. 

My organisation is already using AI. Are we too advanced to apply?
No, you’re not. We expect to receive applications from not-for-profits at many stages of AI adoption. As long as there is room to progress further, you can apply.

Heading: WHAT DOES THE FUND OFFER?

· Cash grants of up to €15,000 across 12 months
· A place on our AI for Good Accelerator programme
· Project performance management

 What can cash grants be spent on?  
The cash grant is intended to help cover the cost of your leadership time on the programme. In practice it is for core organisational costs such as operations/staff costs, tool subscriptions or upskilling. Cash grants may not be used to pay off debts or for capital items such as renovations, or for vehicles, land, buildings or large equipment.  
  
What is expected of awardees? 
The project lead and a member of your leadership team will be expected to take part fully in the AI Accelerator Programme and be willing to act as a case study at the programme end.   Beginning in Summer 2027, over 12 months, the programme includes 4 in person full days, 6 online half day workshops, and work on progressing AI adoption within your organisation between these touch points. The exact structure and dates will be determined collaboratively once a cohort of awardees is selected, but we expect the dates to be spread quite evenly across 12 months, with in person days each quarter.


Heading: HOW DO WE APPLY? 

Where can I fill out an application? 
You can apply to the AI for Good Fund via this online portal from 30 Sept 2026 until the closing date 9 November 2026.

What is involved in completing the application form? 
The application form asks you for information about: 
· your organisation 
· the problem you have identified that AI could help solve or improve 
· how your organisation meets the fund criteria 
· how your organisation currently uses digital tools and data 
· Your capacity to take part in the programme 
· Other details
· It also asks you to send us financial documents (listed below)
 
What financial information do we need to submit with our application? 
· If applying for a project within a larger organisation, the project’s management accounts and the organisation’s most recent audited and full accounts are needed. 
· If applying for an organisation as a whole, the most recent audited and full accounts are needed. 
· It is not required to submit budget.
 
What happens after we submit our application? 
1. The call for applications opens 30 September 2026 and closes to applications on 9 November 2026. Due diligence and reviews of all applications will take place from November to December 2026.  Applications will go through a rigorous selection process with internal reviews and expert input.  
2. The final decision by Rethink Ireland board will be made in late April 2027. Successful applicants will be informed shortly after.
3. The cash grants will be delivered in two parts - one at the beginning and one towards the end of the programme activity period - and are tied to participation in the programme. 
4. The programme activity period starts in June 2027 and runs for 12 months. Exact dates are subject to change depending on the awardee group.

How does the selection process work?
The selection process is very rigorous and consists of a number of stages:
· Stage 1 – Open call for applications 30 September 2026
· Stage 2 – Internal and external reviews of all applications in November and December 2026 
· Stage 3 – Due Diligence/Governance checks on proposed awardees in December 2026
· Stage 4 – Final decision by Rethink Ireland board in late April 2027

 
Who will decide who wins the awards? 
All applications will be reviewed thoroughly through a rigorous process. The Board of Rethink Ireland will make the final decision on successful applicants and the number and value of the final awards given. 
 
How do applicants find out where they are in the selection process? 
When final decisions have been made on the successful applicants, we will contact all shortlisted applicants by phone or email to let them know whether they have been successful.  

Will AI be used to assess my application?

Rethink Ireland may use AI-enabled tools to support certain administrative aspects of the application process, such as initial eligibility checks and application processing. These tools support our team and do not replace human judgement or decision-making. All substantive assessments and decisions are made by members of the selection process team. AI is not used to make final interview or funding award decisions. You will have the option to opt out of the use of AI-enabled tools before starting your application.
 
Heading: TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE FUND 
By applying for the fund, you agree to the following terms and conditions. 
· You are 18 years of age or older. 
· You have given full and truthful information, both verbal and written, at all stages of the application and selection process. 
· You are eligible to apply. This means that your organisation meets the criteria for Rethink Ireland and this fund, as described. 
· You have the right to apply. This means that you hold the necessary rights to carry out the project. 
· By sending in your application, you accept these terms and conditions and our Privacy Statement. If you do not comply with these terms and conditions, you may be disqualified and may have to return any award granted. 
· Rethink Ireland will hold the personal details which you submitted with your application form. We will only share this information with the third parties administering the application and selection process unless we agree otherwise with you. Please see our Privacy Statement for full details. 
· The awardees must take part in publicity about the grant. Rethink Ireland reserves the right to publish the names of organisations that are successful in their applications. 
· You must be willing to have your organisation's AI adoption journey documented publicly as a case study, including setbacks.  
· If you decline an award or if the award is taken back because you did not comply with the terms and conditions, the Directors may select an alternative awardee. 
· Rethink Ireland reserves the right to disqualify any entrant, to change the terms and conditions without notice, or to cancel the application process at any stage. 
· Rethink Ireland staff (excluding board members) and Donor/s, their family members and consultants currently working with Rethink Ireland are not eligible to apply. (Family members include siblings, parents, spouses or civil partners or children.) 
 
If you have questions not answered by our FAQs, please register for one of our October webinars or reach out to the team at: aiforgood@rethinkireland.ie   
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